System of writing Palaung. 

a as a in Mann (German), 

a „ u „ but. 

s „ e j, get, or well. 

e „ a „ jpane. 

j „ i „ pin. 

i „ i „ machine. 

o ,,o „ fow& 

q „ o „ Ztotf, or lata. 

11 » oo „ foot, or fool. 

an „ ow „ fowl. 

ai „ i „ mine. 

„ o „ Kbnig (German), 
u „ ii „ fur (German). 

b „ b „ bid 

ch„ cb „ church, but tbis sound is sometimes slightly aspirated. 

d „ d „ dock. 

f „ f „ jfa*. 

g „ g „ #a^. 

h „ b hand, when b begins a syllable. 

h final, as cb in the Scotch word loch, or in the German ch 

when it ends a syllable, as in the word ach. 

j as j in jam. 

k „ k „ kite. 

1 „ 1 „ let. 
m „ m „ man. 
u ,, n ,., not. 

ng„ng „ sing, never as ng in finger. 

\> ., p „ pat. 

r .. r „ rat. In the syllables bar, kar, and par the r is 
so much rolled that it almost becomes a separate 
syllable, pronounced ba-ra, ka-ia, and pA-ra. 

b .,' s „ sin. 

s.h „ sb „ shine. 

t There is no sound in English which exactly 

represents the Palaung t. It slightly resembles 
the sound of th in the English word thing. 



12 PA&AtTS© GRAMMAR 

v as v in vine. 
\v „ w „ wine. 
■y o y „ yet. 

z „ z „ zero. This sound exists only in a few words, which 
have been borrowed from sources foreign to the 
Palaung language 
^ These letters are aspirated, the h being 

p pronounced after the k, p, t, and s. A near 

t* approach to the sound is 

s K as kh in inborn. 

p as ph in up-Aill. 

i as th in ant-Aill. 

I as sh in mi$Aap. 

Palaungs often pronounce the aspirated s as the English 
sound of sh in shins. The Palaung word for bird is sometimes 
pronounced sim, sometimes shim. 

In the combinations hi, hm, hn ? hr, and hw the h must 
be pronounced distinctly before the letters J, m, n, r and w. 

When the letters k, p, or t end a syllable, the explosion 
is greatly reduced, these letters being almost silent, as in the 
' checked ' letters of Burmese. 

ny^ is pronounced as in the' word banyan, and in the 
Spanish n. 

In the combinations ngw and ngy the ng is pronounced 
as the ng in sing, the w or y following the ng must also 
be pronounced. 

When there is no diacritical mark over a letter, the vowel 
sound is short : when a straight line is over a letter: — a, the 
vowel sound is long: when y is over a letter: — §,, the vowel 
sound is short and abrupt, as in a Bhort staccato sound in music. 

In a word of two or more syllables, each syllable stands alone, 
clear and distinct. 
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